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AL PRICE
3732 East 58th 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

(918) 742-1462
COMPANY D, 38TH REGIMENT 

2ND INFANTRY DIVISION. 12-17-44. 
MASSACRES OF GI*S FROM THIS UNIT 

BY SS TROOPS. KRINKELT, BELGIUM.

AT CAMP ELSENBORN ON DECEMBER 17 OR 18, 1944, I TALKED WITH BRUNO

HE TOLD ME ABOUT 19 GI'S THAT WEREGARCIA (NOW DECEASED).

GARCIACAPTURED AND SHOT DOWN BY THE SS TROOPS IN KRINKELT.

HE LATER CARRIED OUTFELL AS IF HE WERE DEAD AND WAS OVERLOOKED.

I‘:HAVE not BEEN ABLE TOA WOUNDED GI BY THE NAME OF VAUGHAN.

locate' VAUGHAN. WE DO HAVE SOME NAMES OF THOSE WHO WERE

I WOULD LIKE TO GET A COMPLETE LIST.INVOLVED IN THIS MASSACRE.

THERE WERE OTHER MASSACRES OF GVS IN THE 2ND DIVISION ABOUT THIS

THESE MASSACRES ARE NOT ON THE OFFICIALSAME TIME IN KRINKELT.

WE HOPE TO GET ENOUGH EYELISTING WITH THE U.S. ARMY RECORDS.

WITNESSES TO VERIFY THIS EVENT.

THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE FOR WHATEVER YOU CAN DO.

BEST REGARDS,

AL PRICE

P.S. MY RECORDS MIGHT NOT BE CORRECT ON THE COMPANIES OF WHOM

THESE GI’S WERE A PART. GI'S FROM OTHER COMPANIES MIGHT ALSO

HAVE BEEN MASSACRED.



SHORT ACCOUNT OP T¥¥F rRfnMKS OP THF KAMPFGUIWPE
(£OMBAT GROUPS PEIPER

ON DECEMBER 12, 1944, THE FUHRER, ADOLF HITLER, CALLED THE ARMY CORPS AND 
DIVISION GENERALS DESTINED TO GO TO THE ARDENNES, TO HIS HOME IN BAD NAUHEIM. 
HE SPOKE MORE THAN THREE HOURS ABOUT THE EXECUTION OF AN OFFENSIVE THAT WOULD 
DECIDE THE OUTCOBIE OF THE THEN GERMAN REICH. HIS PLANS WERE JUDGED BY 
PHYSIOLOGICAL AND MORAL ASPECTS, VERY MUCH UNDERPINNED, AS NOTED BY THE 
GEifERALS. THE OBERB 
FORCES) TALKED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, OP A NO-BARS-HOLD WAR TO BE EXECUTED 
WITHOUT SHABIE OR PITY WHATSOEVER. A TRAIL OP HORROR WAS TO PRECEDE THE 
OFFENSIVE AND HOLY TERROR WAS TO BREAK DOWN ANY RESISTANCE. HITLER'S HORRIBLE 
ORDER WAS ISSUED TO ALL THE TROOPS OF THE SIXTH SS PANZER (TANK) DIVISION JUST 
HOURS BEFORE THE OUTBREAK OF THE WINTER OFFENSIVE ON DECEIIBER 16, 1944. THE 
SOLDIERS OF THE FIRST PANZER (TANK) DIVISION WERE ALSO ORDERED NOT TO BOTHER 
WITH AMERICAN PRISONERS. THIS MEANT THAT THE SS SOLDIERS WERE TO KEEP THIS OATH 
A STRICT SECRET. THEY FOLLOWED THIS ORDER OFTEN IN THE STRICTEST SENSE!

LSHABER ((X»OdANDER-IN-CHIEF) OF THE WEHRMACHT (ARMED

ON DECEMBER 14, 1944, THE CRIMINAL PLAN OF THE FUHRER ARRIVED IN VTRITTEN ORDER 
FORM AT THE SIXTH SS PANZER (TANK) DIVISION. THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY AND GENERAL 
MAJOR KRAEMER EDITED IT. ARMY COMMANDER SEPP DIETRICH SIGNED IT. THEY 
TRANSMITTED THE ORDERS TO THE GENERALS. THE GENERALS RELAYED THEM TO THE 
EINHEITSFUHRERS (UNIT LEADERS) WHO IN TURN RELAYED THE SHAMEFUL ORDERS TO THE 
ZUGFUHRERS ( PLATOON LEADERS). THEN THE ORDERS WERE RELATED TO THE REST OF THE 
TROOPS. THE VORHUT OF THE FIRST SS PANZER (TANK) DIVISION WAS A HIGHLY 
REINFORCED MILITARY FORCE IN REGIMENTS STRENGTH AND WAS ELEVATED TO A 
KAMPFGRUPPE (COMBAT GROUP). UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE ALMOST 29-YEARS-OLD 
SS OBERSTURMBANNFUHRER (MAJOR) JOACHIM (JOCHEN) PEIPER, THE KAMPFGRUPPE (COMBAT 
GROUP) BROKE ALL RECORDS OF HUMAN CONSIDERATION AND CRUELTY DURING THE 
ARDENNES OFFENSIVE.

ON THE THIRD ADVENTS DAY, DECEMBER 17, 1944, AT 7:00 A.M. THE FRONT OF THE 
KAMPFGRUPPE (COMBAT GROUP) REACHED THE VILLAGE HONSFELD WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING 
MUCH AMERICAN RESISTANCE. THE FIRST OF PEIPER'S PANZERS (TANKS) CONTINUED TO THE 
VILLAGE BULUNGEN. THEY CAPTURED THE FIRST AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN HONSFELD AND 
BULLINGEN. AFTER THE AMERICANS SURRENDERED TO THE SS SOLDIERS, THEY WERE SHOT 
COLD BLOODED BY THE GERMANS WHO REFERRED TO THE ORDERS THEY RECEIVED A FEW 
DAYS EARLIER.

THE SO-CALLED MASSACRE OF MALMEDY TOOK PLACE ON A STREET CROSSING IN THE 
VILLAGE OF BAUGNEZ. ON DECEMBER 17, 1944, THE SS SOLDIERS MURDERED 71 AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS. THEY LINED THEM UP IN THE MEADOW NEXT TO THE CAFE BODARWE AND WERE 
SHOT THOUGH THEY WERE UNARMED. A FEW KILOMETERS (MILES) SOUTH OF BAUGNEZ IN 
UGNEUVILLE, THEY TOOK 22 AMERICAN PRISONERS TO THE HOTEL DU MOULIN. A SINGLE 
OBERSCHARFUHRER OF THE KAMPFGRUPPE {COMBAT GROUP) PEIPER SHOT EIGHT AMERICANS 
WITH ONE SHOT EACH IN THE HEAD. (TODAY, A MEMORIAL NEXT TO THE HOTEL IS A 
REMINDER OF THOSE HORRIBLE CRIMES OF FANATIC SS TROOPS.) ON DECEMBER 18, 1944, 
THE HEAD OF THE PANZERGRUPPE (TANK BATTERY) REACHED THE VILLAGE STAVELOT. ON 
THE RUE DE WALQUE STREET, A SS SOLDIER USED HIS MACHINE GUN FROM THE TANK AND 
KILLED TWO INNOCENT BELGIANS. A UTTLE FURTHER ON THE RUE DE TROIS-PONTS



STREET, TWO SS SOLDIERS FOLLOWING THEIR TANK SHOT THE 14-yEAR-OLD SON OF THE 
FAMILY GENGCUX BECAUSE HE LEANED OUT OF THE WINDOW OF HIS FAMILY'S HOBSE. AS A 
GERMAN TROOP APPROACHED THE BRIDGE IN STAVELOT, THEY FOUND AN IMPENETRABLE 
OBSTACLE - A CLOSED TIGER PANZER (TANK). THEY WERE UNABLE TO MOVE THE IRON 
MONSTER. IN A RAGE, ANOTHER BELGIAN ONLOOKER NAMED GONAY WAS SHOT IN HIS OWN 
DOORWAY. AT THE HOUSE LEGAYE, THEY KILLED 23 MORE CIVILIANS, AMONG THEM 
CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF FOUR AND NINE. BETWEEN STAVEM)T AND TROIS-PONTS, 
THE SS MURDERED THREE MORE CIVILIANS. A WOMAN WAS ABLE TO SAVE HERSOiF 
ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BADLY WOUNDED. IN THE VILLAGE OF PETIT-SPAI, A HARMLESS 
CIVILIAN WAS SHOT AND WOUNDED. THEY gTT.T.m THE REVEREND PREGARDIEN AT THE 
VILLAGE BRIDGE. THE CASCADES DE COO LATER RECOVERED HIS BODY FRC»S THE AMBLEVE 
RIVER. SS WEAPONS KTLTJm ANOTHER NINE CIVILIANS, INCLUDING CHILDREN BETWEEN THE 
AGES OF FIVE AND NINE. WITHOUT ANY RECOGNIZABLE REASON, 12 INNOCENT CIVILIANS 
REACHED THE SAME DESTINY IN TROIS-PONTS. ANOTHER BEIXIIAN LOST HIS LIFE IN THE 
HAMLET LES FORGES. AROUND 6:00 P.M., JUST AFTER DARK, JEAN MINGUET OPENED THE 
DOOR BETWEEN HIS KITCHEN AND HALLWAY ALLOWING LIGHT TO ESCAPE THROUGH THE 
WINDOW. SECONDS LATER A SHOT THROUGH THE DOOR KULED MINGUET IN HIS OWN HOME.

IN THE BELGIAN VILLAGE STOCKEUX, SEVEN CIVILIANS DIED ON DECEMBER 20, 1944, EACH 
FROM A SHOT TO THE NECK. A HAND GRENADE KTTJ^ THREE MORE CIVILIANS HIDING IN 
A CELLAR. ON DECEMBER 22, 1944, FIVE MORE LIVES WERE LOST IN THE SAME VILLAGE. IN 
THE HOUSE MASSET, THE SS SHOT BLINDLY INTO THE ROOMS, WOUNDING THREE PERSONS. 
THREE OTHERS MANAGED TO ESCAPE. THE MINISTER IN JEVIGNE WAS MURDERED WITHOUT 
MOTIVE ON DECEMBER 30, 1944!

OTHER MURDERS BY SS TROOPS THAT WERE NOT WITH THE PEIPER KAMPFGRUPPE (COMBAT 
GROUP) BUT FOLLOWED THE FIFTH PANZER (TANK) DIVISION YfERE NOTED IN BELGIAN 
VILLAGES:
ODEIGNE:
DINEZ:
BANDE:

NOVILLE: CIVILIANS ON 12-21-444 CIVILIANS ON 12-20-44BOURCY:
1 CIVILIAN ON 12-23-44 HOUFFALIZE: 8 CIVILIANS ON 12-22fc23-44 

3 CIVILIANS ON 01-04-45LAROCHE:
32 CIVILIANS ON 12-24-44 (INCLUDING FOUR SEMINARIES)
3 CIVILIANS ON 12-24-44

UNTOLD HORRORS ALSO BEFELL AMERICAN SOLDIERS THAT FOUGHT THE KAMPFROUTE 
(COMBAT ROUTE) PEIPER, BECOMING PRISONERS AND THEN MURDER VICTIMS OF THE SS.

17HONSFELD:
STAVELOT:

31CHENEUX: 
PETIT-THIER: 11

5071 BULLINGEN:
PETIT-SPAI:

TROIS-PONT:

BAUGNEZ: 
LA GLEIZE: 
STOUMONT:

581141
1046

THE CRIMES, ESPECIALLY TO AMERICAN PRISONERS, WERE COMMITTED EXCLUSIVELY ON THE 
KAMPFROUTE (CCMtfBAT ROUTE) OF THE PEIPER TROOP. THEY REPORTED NOTHING SIMILAR 
FROM THE REGULAR WEHRMACHTSVERBANDE (UNITS OF THE ARMED FORCES), WHERE ONLY 
EXPECTED CASUALTIES ON BOTH SIDES OCCURRED.

INCIDENTALLY, THE SS TROOPS WERIe UNDER REICHSFUHRER SS HEINRICH HIMMLER, BUT 
COULD BE ENLISTED IN THE SCOPE OF MILITARY UNITS.
COMMITTED ONLY IN BELGIUM.

THEIR CRIMES ¥fERE NOT

CAMILLE P. KOHN 
LUXEMBOURG
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March 5, 1997

Mr. A1 Price 
3732 East 58th 
Tulsa, OK 74135

Al,

Thanks for your letter and all the material.

I don’t know what you want of me, you didn’t say.

The book, The CUB of the Golden Lion: PASSES in REVIEW, took over 450 hours to research, 
itemize and compile. I didn’t the stories, I just compiled what I found in over 185 issues of The 
CUB of the Golden Lion, the quarterly magazine of the 106th Infantry Division Association.

I first read and researched all of the issue of The CUB between 1946 and 1991.1 entered into a 
computer database, the name of the article, how many column inches that it took. From that I 
eventually found that I had tabulated about 500 pages of material. From there I started retyping 
material, scanning material. I decided on breaking down the book into various chapters starting 
with the Division, Regiment, Battalions, Companies etc. If you look at the index you will see that 
I ended up with several categories of information. This way I was able to collect into several 
baskets, the material that I needed for each chapter.

I used a computer “Publishing Program” named Xerox Ventura Publisher. With the program you 
can format chapter headers, column headers, body text. It actually all fell into order nicely.

I printed the various chapters into what the print business calls “Camera Ready Copy.” They took 
my camera ready copy, photographed it, made printing plates and printed it in their high speed 
presses. The publisher was West Publishing, one of the largest publishers in the world. They are 
about 20 minutes north of where I live. They are a large producer of “Law Books.” When I ask 
the production manager how long it would take print 2,000 copies, he said, “In less time than 
what it will take me to give you a quotation for the cost of printing the book.”

It was set up in a 8.5 x 10 inch format, with four color laminated cover. The art work was done 
by employees of West Publishing. I order 1,800 for the first order and have had two orders of 
250 each since. The book was finished in September 1991. It was sold, mostly, to members of 
the 106th Infantry Division Association.



You say you are trying to produce a book about the Battle of the Bulge. You , of course, realize 
that this subject has been published in many books. Speaking from my viewpoint, I would say 
that it would be difficult to come up with anything exciting, in addition to that already published. 
I have had “publishers to be” tell me, “I want to tell the truth about the Bulge.” First the truth has 
to come from more than one person, secondly, as an individual you really don’t know much more 
than what you saw over your rifle sights. You have to depend on what you have read from books 
that have already been published. Your insight into the Bulge has been slowly shaped, not with 
what you know about the Bulge, but with what you have read about the Bulge.

One writer said, “I am going to tell the truth, the officers were lying to cover their tails, the 
authors were writing to make money, the historians were relying on others.” How could he tell 
the truth, when the scope of his knowledge only encompassed the small piece of ground on 
which he fought.

It is a difficult task Al. You in your well intended questionnaire ask the individual “How many 
buzz bombs?” “How many soldiers fought?” How many this and how many that. Al, there is no 
way an ordinary soldier, like me, or you, can answer those “How many” questions. How could 
we. We can only answer with facts that we have read over the last 50 some years. What you are 
going to come up with is repeated information.

Now, when it comes to individual stories by individual soldiers, that can be a different thing. But 
when you get into the statistics, the reasons why, and the strategy of the Bulge, you are going to 
get nothing but brain-washed answers. Soldiers tales are much like the tales of a fisherman. I say 
that with no disrespect. How many people have said that they saw fifteen German Mark V tanks? 
Maybe in the area of the 2nd as they were infiltrating into the Roer Valley through the 99th, but 
certainly not from the men of the 10th and the 28th. There were no Mark V tanks in our area. The 
Germans reported that there were something like 35 TIGER Tanks, and most all of them was 
with Pieper on his thrust to get to the Muese River.

Our men reported Tiger tanks when it was nothing more that a “Panzerjager,” (Tank Hunter) or 
in other words a mechanized anti-tank gun. The thing didn’t even have a turret that would 
revolve. You relate to how many buzz bombs were released. There were thousands of buzz 
bombs that were sent to land on Liege, Antwerp, Brussels. Most of what you saw were not 
directed at the fighting forces they were directed to area to our rear. I have a map somewhere that 
lists the deaths around Liege. It shows a pinpoint on the map for each bomb that landed. There 
were thousands of them, there were also thousands of deaths, mostly civilian.

I admire you for thinking to conserve the history of the Bulge, but I hope you don’t get tangled 
up in the why’s and wherefore’s because it is just like falling into a trap. Like I said, “It has all 
been said before.” World War II books don’t sell well. I don’t know of a “soldier author” that has 
gotten rich doing it. Brig Gen Oliver Patton, of the 106th has written a couple of books. He said 
he hasn’t made a cent.



The only reason that we (the 106th Association) produced The CUB of the Golden Lion ” was to 
conserve the stories that came from The CUB magazine. Little newsletters and quarterlies like 
The CUB usually disappear after a person dies. The purpose of me doing the book “for the 
Association” was not to make money, for I did not have any of the take from the sale, it was to 
conserve the history as told by the men of the 106th in their many stories that had been printed in 
The CUB.
I have been asked, by the Association, to do another. I will catch up from the CUB stories 
starting in mid 1991, through today, to conserve those stories, and then use some of the two file 
drawers full of personal and division history that I have accumulated. I will also reprint some of 
the “after battle reports and news articles” that have appeared over the years. Again, this is being 
done so that when we all pass off the face of this earth that something, some part of us, will still 
be somewhere - in library - in hard print, to tell the world what we were all about. Time is fleeing 
and it will pass fast.

I haven’t really told you much. I would be glad for you to let me know how you think I can help. 
I wish you well and want to thank you for joining ranks with us. I hope you enjoy The CUB. I 
took over editorship in Sept 1987 after the former editor had died in January of 1987.1 had just 
learned of the Association. I went to my first reunion in September 1987 and volunteered to 
reproduce the quarterly magazine. I had some computer expertise and knew that I could 
reproduce it as it was. Those years since have been the time of my life. I have learned much more 
than what I have printed. I have discovered over seventy of my former comrades from M 
Company. 423rd Regiment, and have been well received by the organization. What more could a 
man ask for, at least one who had his head in the sand from 1945 until 1987...

Al, your street address, is it 58th Street, Avenue or what? The USPO bar-code mail requires 
some strict wording. I think it will look for something after “58th.”

John Kline, 423/M
1st Vice-president - Editor
106th Infantry Division Association
5401 Upper 147th St W
Apple Valley, MN 55124
Tel: 612-423-4837
E-mail: jpk@mm.com
Home Page: http://www.mm.com/user/jpk

mailto:jpk@mm.com
http://www.mm.com/user/jpk
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Tuisan Saw Bloody Omaha
By Loureen Gibson Gilroy N'..' —---------------------------------------^ 

)
I

I
World Stoll Wriler /•i •Hi*8ii !.4 [iA

Like mosl men of his generation, Tulsan Al Price 
grew up during the Great Depression and went off to 
war when Uncle Sam called.

And like most World War II veterans Price docs 
not call himself a hero. He says he was simply 
doing hts job 50 years ago when Allied troops invad­
ed Europe.

Price landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day plus 
— the day after the invasion began. He holds pain­
ful memories of combat and comrades. They arc 
memories he does not readily share with other pco- — 
pie. Men of his generation arc like that.

The images of war will come back this wer»k as 
Price and other veterans of the 2nd Infantry Di-
Scc Veferon on News 3

^ -V*

■?

mione
5kV^ 4

j» S;**KV

II A Mighly Slow Agoinst Evil.'' Opinion 1 
19 Photogropher returns to Normondy. Opinion 3 
II Second invosion of Norrnondy. Trovel 7

<■■ ■.

Al Price, 20, with the 2nd 
Infantry Division in 1944.
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TULSA WORLD, SUNDAY, MAY 29, )994
NEWS 3

. .Veteran Cityline Programs 
Mark Holiday, D-Day

CilyLine Is offering special 
programs to celebrate Memori* 
^f anniversary

Tulsa World readers may. 
call 582*CITY, then enter cate* 
gory 3329 to hear stories about 
World War 11. Here's a schedule 
of topics and narrators:

■ Sunday — Pilot George 
Brannan tells about being shot 
down and life as a POW.

■ Monday. - Pearl Harbor 
survivor Joe Nambo talks 
Memorial Day.

■ Tuesday - Hitler’s rise to 
power In Germany.

■ Wednesday — Veteran Ted 
Tracy talks about returning to 
Normandy this summer.

■ Thursday — The home-
front, Including rationing and 
Hoslc the Riveter.’ '•

■ Friday — The Holocaust. 3 
—ffi June 4 — StOrjTSf'Douglas' 
Powell, an engineer wounded;- 
on Omaha Beach.

■ Saturday — Retired Army 
Col. John Brooks tells about 
landing at Omaha Beach. .

■ June 6 —• Paratrooper 
Warren Wilt talks about jump­
ing behind enemy lines, and 
going back this year to jump 
again.

Coniiriui’d from Newj 1 tlio Tiils;i World during his Euro-

ills;::;:
Paris on Wednesdav, Afier two ,0!?^ 3 There were weather forecast-

, days in the French capital, the ‘oa^ied on ships and crs. the Coast Guard, and Mer-
.group will travel to Brest, then r?? Marines. About 200 frog-

I to Normandy for four days. ‘ ^ dismantled mines in the
The tour continues through \^5lh of June was supposed to water.

. Prance to Belgium. Germany and Just think of the great logistical
C2echoslovakla before the group Lwi-r ratf^ n ?r^ lhat had to bo made to coor-

, returns to the United Stales on led it off. Then he called dinaic all these men,, materiel.
■ Juno 17. 'I on for the 6lh. airplanes, tanks, guns, ammunl-

Price said he will take a small Tliis was a real lough decision ^‘on. and food!
. flag to place on for anyone to make. 1 am very *^^0 British and Canadians

, the grave of a I happy that I did not have to make l^n^icd on the three eastern
friend in the a decision of this nature because loaches — Sword. Juno and
Normandy there were going to bo thousands ^old.
c 0 m c t c r y . and thousands of casualties (killed Fewer than 1,000 of the 20,000
whore more in action, missing, wounded or a soldiers that landed on each
than 9.0 0 0 prisoner of war). beach became casualties there.
Americans arc The Allied casualties reached The Allies knocked out 70 of the
buried. about 10.000. but some historians German tanks that attacked

He plans to say it was 12.000. It was a very ibosc beaches,
walk arr.or.g the bruiai ii.ing. ^ Point du Hoe '.vas between.the-,
neat rows of American ca.sunltics were American beaches — Omaha and
while crosses about O.iiOO including almo.st

• and Stars of 2.500 from the lOlsi and 82nd „ *^^0 point was where the U.S.
. David, looking Airborne Division. A total of 1,928 “^nger Battalion suffered great

at the nantes and thinking about Americans were reported miss- casualties in scaling a cliff. Thev
the men he knew so long ago. ing. reached the lop. but 75 percent o‘f

The man he remembers most Shorilv after midnieht or, i„no ^bo 175 men were casualties, 
often - E.J. Crandsiaff - was 6 the Airborno^s lo ^^nock out
not killed in action, but he was a and ghders landed in or nea?¥to w®T howluers that covered 
casualty of war nonetheless. Mcrc.EeliL ^ ‘’^fb American beaches,
i-’ricc said. xi,- s.i.'ieh ...... j When the boys got up there.

Price grew up with Grand- Cacn. They had a great deal o*f .^bc guns were al-
TullaVovs success, but u pcrlcnl of their ^^tjurBeach^ias an°eS"m I talked to a good friend of mine"z—s;;:;:::;:; rsiMi™ issfesss
l;tTi;u‘;js:.r,;fS siTSsi-isissa^ssrr::::CMT knew. Price said. quite ^omo time during D-Dav to one terrible gyl the 1st Infantry Division ^

get organized. -j .uonnw u-aior* pushcd up over the hill and
The disorganized landing. In th^ landine^oartleVand behllfd ihS ^ * half inland so :

aic.... K... 'T?.’arnSf,rrvrh‘'’oVD.’
'd T'"' r V 'h' '°Somc'oYoiTirorai^ f^oni but some were only 17or'l8 SanTob^lffi^

His friends knew him after the knocked out railheads and bridges ^ 4,w ,ho tnu^ion By D-Day plus one. when the
uor a.s a troubled man. Price ii,c Gormans used for supply 2nd Division landed on Omaha

, s^aid But I would think that ho lines, ^ rirln V®" Beach, the Invasion was com-'
: would be one of the true Amcri- There were about 6.000 ships i
, can heroes. including 4.000 landing craft in Ton minutes after the Ameri D*Day was the beginningGrandstaff died about 2o years the Navy's • Neptune" operation, can Isi Division and 29\h DH?s1on months antf

Thoir rendezvous point, several hit Omaha Beach, 96 percent 
miles out from the Normandy were dead or wounded.

coast, was called Piccadilly Cir­
cus.

Grandstaff got the Bronze Star 
wiih one oak leaf cluster. He had 
scon most of his buddies.killed on 
tlic front lines.

"The ira

went

of the 
three*''

days later, the war in Europe was 
over.

ago.I Price will send dispatches to5
i
i

II



fulsan Revisits
Bo+tle Sites,

: Burial Groundsu son Moved by D-Day Gesture
Editor's note: T\tlsan At 

Price was in Europe for {lie 
i’Oeh anniveriary of liic D-Day 
inuasion. During ^ns inp he re- 
traced the steps he took SO 
liears ago as a soldier in the 
y.S.'2n(I Infantry Division. 
Here ts a itory hnsed on his 

, dispatches to the Tulsa World.
'■ By Lourocn Gibjon Gilroy 

World SfoK Writer

ly Mofy Ellen Molovo 
Vorld Stoll Wfiier i

ENGLiND
London*

■J
. >'■

A Frt nch girl loo youn^j lo rcincmbcr when Allied 
oldicrs landed in luir country in 1341 brought tears 
0 the eyes of a World War II veteran from Tulsa 
.londay when she handed him a bouquet of flow- 
:rs.

The youth expressed her country's gratitude to Al
Vjco. a member of the U.S. 2nd Infantry Division C m ^ . n
vho landed on Omaha Beach 50 years ago in the 0 I. I v«
'attic thoimarked the beginning of the end of the '-•/.n : • . ' i *id' • .var n Europe. - •• ,, Aj Price was hack m the U.S.A.

Price, overwhelmed by the hospitality during his • •.■'k-/,*. •'Caen Friday.nighl.
cturn trip to France this month, was even more . ’ v lo r, • . It is great to be an American.”
aken aback by the young girl's gesture • c*BreJt • raris • : he said in a dispatch sent before

”1 cried,“ he sold. - Vi' V he-boarded the Delta Airlines
• Price, who arrived In Paris with a group of his vi'/S * ■ ^flight m Prague. Czech Republic,

cllow veterans Wednesday, sent his first dispatch VRANCV 1 It is great to be heading to
rom Europe by fax machine to the Tulsa World on • • . V i . .Tulsa again, he said.
'londay. ' ' Pnee is due back in Tulsa Sat-

••bveryone Is very proud." Price said of the ' '•••_______________________ ;___
American and other Allied veterans who returned lo Tui»t v-orio mbp/blt battle sites and
Vo^andy to commemorate the 50th anniversarv The veierijns w.-rr. u the graves of fallen comrades wasf D-Day. The group participated in the French at receotlons th-ouphmu fhJ ''®J’y ®"^otional for him and the 38
iicrnational ceremony at Omaha Beach and the aceoladet ii?n received other veterans of the U.S. 2nd In-
J.S. ceremony at the U.S. Military Cemeterv '^Il’Cials.. fnnlry Division. Price said.On their first day In France the 2nd In^faniru UrS.® * D-Day commemorations. They went to the site in Mai-
division veterans toured Paris and laid^a wre^th^a^ St iLaurc^nt sur Mr^ ^riedy Belgium, where 85 un-
he eternal flame for France's unknow^ To^dicr at on Omaha landing, armed American soldiers were
he Arc dc Triomphe. U?o iJlaiinn ’,2 ~ massacred almost 50 years ago.

Prom Paris, the group Iruvclcd on Fridav to ti»P h °.ih S,i ^ a monument at the ^ Individual plaques on the wall
oa.itaU.ity of Bril, 'ti'e veferans paraVed to llv« ‘’l" ■???]“ ?' "tO" killed ,
■ ilson Square for a memorial service at a monu. Pron/-h i- i r. • P®®-. 1911, after tliey surren- 1K-nl to members of ihe 2nd Infaniry DiWsk n were ba^v ?! ?nvand St. Lo dered to MaJ. Josef DicfcnihaVs ‘ 
■ho died thc.-c. Price said he didn't rococni/o aiiJ o ' barrni;c of bomb- Panzer Grenadiers.
IS fellow, veternn.s but that didn't .surprlso^him^ - 'ire^Hni^ifoo^rih Artillery Ob-
■ ere were If,.1)00 men in the divi.sion.^ ' to the coimtrvside ',e ^ icscmblancc scrvaiion Baitalicn troops were
.Brest was u.scd bv the Germans as a naval Inso T o i«t 50 years ago. ; lined up in a snowy (,cld. shot touring World War t\ and was liberated 1941 bi eiJm® con inue through Franco to Bel- death and left unbuned in Mai-

•mcrican lorccs after a 43-dnv <iePP ? .X."!'/?"Hbefore the medy. ^ ____
• * ' - ' S'0"P f^ctu. f.a 1.0 t,.he-Jniic-d States on T’' A total of 43 survived^'belng

. Shot by two German tanks.
' News of the mas.sacre spread 

quickly among Allied troops who ! 
were.under German attack in • 
what' came lo be known as the ; 
Battle of the Bulge, the final Gcr- ' 
maq^offensive of the war.
^ Price and other 2nd Infantry 
Division veterans were about 12 
miles away in St. Viih that tragic 
day,'

y .V.
N ^.» '

C

iast week, they returned lo St. 
vlth and visited other battle sites 
near, the western border of Ger­
many.

The June heat was a stark con­
trast to the cold, snowv winter of 
1944-45. Very little of the area 
looked familiar. Price said. Most 
of the cities and towns have been 
rebuilt.

In Bastogno, Price's tour group 
stopped at what Is billed as the 
largest memorial on earth to the 
U.S. servicemen who fought in World War II. ^

A lank and a bust of Brig. Gen. 
A.C. MacAuliffe sit in the main 
square of the town where MacAu- 
llffe’s lOlsi Airborne Division 
fought in 1944.

MacAuliffe made a one-word 
reply; to the Germans' surrender 
demand: ‘'Nuts.'*

A building shaped like a five- 
pointed star stands on a hill out­
side of town. The story of the 
Battle of the Bulge, also known as 
the Battle of the Ardennes, is told 
in gold letters on the memorial's 
pillars.

The Bastogno Historical Center 
nearby has film presentations and 
other exhibits aoout the battle. 
Near Bingen, Germany. Price 
went lo the Henri-Chapclle U.S. 
Military Cemetery where Tru­
man Kimbro.and some ll.OOC 
other casualties of the Battle of 
the Bulge arc buried.

Kimbro. a Texan, was a techni­
cian .fourth grade with the 2nc 
Infantry Division on Dec. 19 
1944.' He was killed by enemy gun 
fire while laying mines lo dclav 
the German army's advance near 
flochcraih. Ills notions carnec: 
him the Medal of Honor.
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Tulsans Hunting Normandy Orave Have Surprise Meeting
® S(^d.er m the U S. 2nd American cemetery 

tn.antry Otvision. Here e a story based Omaha Beach, 
on his latest dispatch.

By Loureen Gibson Gilroy 
World Stoff Writer

There arc few scars left from2nd Infantry Division were killed There have been many hugs
That is how Price and Bruno in Normandy during the invasion and kisses on the cheek given the war. Most of the towns have 

above found each other among the mil- SO years ago. I® the liberators. Price said. been completely rebuilt, he said.
lions of people in Normandy last i The sadne^ mingled with awe Mayors have hosted lunches About 900 former Gls from the 

In a strange twist of fortune, week. and pride Monday, when Price and dinners where the meals are 2nd, 35th and 29th divisions at-
Smithlinc had given out the wrong Last Sunday. Price and other sat among a group of about 15 free for veterans. Price said. tended a dinner in St.-Lo. the town
location. She had the grave site veterans of the 2nd Infantry Dtvi- U.S. Senators at the main eelebra- “We cat a lot of bread, cheese where the Allies started their
numbers from the temporary sion attended a ceremony at a tion on Omaha Beach. Next to him and fish," he said. “But the coffee breakout from the Normandy

-   — ^metcry, but years ago the monument to the division in the were Sens. Arlen Specter, R- is too strong.” beaches in late July 1944.
. In a scene ri,ht out of a Holly- ^ * ,--------------------------- ----------------------- -

Co^mie^BrlTno rietln^ranSr^^^ ^ii-nged. - "It was very emotional,” Price The French government gave
^eek r nee last Price and Brono, still unaware said. “AH of our minds were, on each veteran a medal. The French

Th^-^torv a.>ii>aii» en what the Other-one was doing, the Gls that were killed and the. peoplc also have been generous
vears apo^hpr Pri^o ^ r-went last Wednesday to the Salva- many that were wounded and andgrateful,Pricesaid.-

V^r^nn r r?.S®rr ^®"Arrny tent that had been set missing.” Price and other veterans have
wei4Si\h the'^U? ?• 9^ Later, the veterans went to a been running from 8 a.m. to 11
Division The «niHi*»r« ve^rans find burial places.. ceremony on Omaha Beach. It p.m.evervdayvisitingthesmall-
Omahl B^ach o^n n nJv^i i impatient in the was smaller than the one held the towns and villages they helped
^rnah^ .Beach on D-Day plus ong line. She turned and looked at next day that included digniUries liberate in the summer of 19447- 

Meamvhile n..V:,irc «.-f the hundreds of people behind her. from around the world. Although unemployment is 10
waitS at homFin T As she turned forward, her eyes “The beach looked peaceful, jjcrccnt and gas costs $4 a gallon,
month^bldr^ni^^ .if" ^ paper held but knowing what happened here the French people opened their

She -lor^ lettPr frnr« n V n Jy ^^n directly Uind her. hurt,” Price said. homes and shops to honor the vet-
dated She saw the name - Vernon L. About 1.500 members of the crans. he said.*^^^^^

wrote it, DuVall was killed in a 
mortar shell explosion. He is be­
lieved to be the first Tulsan killed 
in France during World War H.

DuVall had been injured and 
should have gone to a military 
hospital. But he volunteered for 
an anti-tank crew and stayed in 
combat, said his widow, who later 
married one of DuVall’s friends.
E.S. Smithlinc.

Connie never saw her father, so 
her trip to Europe on the 50th 
anniversary of D-Day was a spe­
cial one. She was taking her chil- 
cren to visit her father's grave.- 

planned to put an Ameri- 
can flag on DuVall’s grave so he 
called Edna Smithline and found
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