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July 13, 1987

Mr. John & Margot Kline 
54'01 Upper 147th St. ¥. 
Apple Valley. Mn. 55124

Dear John & Margot:

Katherine and I enjoyed your report of your time v/ith the 106th 
Infantry Division, as well as, the report of your POW experience a 
part of which I shared with you.

I provide you an account of another POW L. B. Bradley, 512 Locke 
Street, Palmetto, Georgia 30268 who was captured on Hill 576 with me, 
however I do not know him. His P0¥ experience was like mine, except 
we parted at Duderstadt and I went the way of Paul Rhoerick mentioned 
in Bradley's report.

I didn't know Paul Rhoerick, hut I do remember Master Sargent 
Paul McMiTlan whom he mentions in his report.
294 Albermarle Place, Macon Georgia 31204 also kept a record of the 
towns through which we marched.

You refer to Stalag IX C at Braunschweig as a work camp, 
bombs very near us several times, but I do not recall any prisoners 
leaving the area where I was for work details. This was the first 
bunks I had seen since I left IV B where the British were held.

<4

I recall Paul McMillan,

¥e had

While at Braunschweig leaflets v/ere dropped from an airplane to 
the effect that if Germany lost the war the country would be divided.
The Germans tried to keep us from getting any of them, but some did.
I think the writing was in German.

Bradley says Captain Brown negotiated with the Germans,
Ralph J, Houghton reviewed the German positions with thetjU/Jt? rather one 
of the twn Germans that came with the white flag and reported back to 
Major V^illiam P, Moon, Jr. (1st Bn/422) of 9135 Oakland Circle, Lynch- ^ 
burg, Va. 24502 who decided on surrender, since w’e were 18 miles from 
the nearest allied forces and German tanks w'ere all around us.

I was a. Section Leader of Heavy Machine Guns in Company D serving 
under 1st Lt. Ralph J. Houghton and Captain G. R. Porter.

I was liberated April 13, 1945 by the Second Armored Division.
An old and cruel German Sargent who had shot a few of our boys tried 
to escape and he was gunned down. One guard (a stocky 5ft 8 inch 
soldier) seemed better than most on our march from Viil A and after 
we were liberated I gave him my address and he wrote me for the first 
time Anril 1983. He spoke Polish and would get next to the fence 
of any concentration camps were located and talk with the prisoners.

1st Lt.
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The fards name was Czestow Goca of Rybnik, Poland. He said he was 
searching for two brothers that v/ere being held in concentration camps, 
and that he v/as in the Polish underground service. He was your guard 
also on the way out from Gorlitz. We could have picked him up down the 
road awways, as I recall we changed ^rds a few times, but he was with 
us before we parted.

I am now retired as the Chief Porester of the Chessie System which 
owned about 300,000 acres of forest land, 
our winters at Lake Havasu City, Arizona, 
its timberlands in November 1986.

Katherine and I now spend 
Chessie System now CSX sold

Czestow Coca passed away in 1985, but in two and one half years 
w^e exchanged many letters. He raised carrier pigeons he used during 
the war some being carried into England, He continued working wdth 
them until he died wath a heart attack.

It was good to hear from you and I hope some of what I am providing 
will help you in your memory of places and happenings.

Sin^rely, .—7

ihjf Adams, Jr. ^//
208‘^North 11th St.
Oakland, Md. 21550

Jo

J
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John Kline
5401 Upper 147th St. West 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 U.S.A. 
Office: 612-432-8105 
Home: 612-423-4837

July 23, 1987

Mr. John Adams Jr. 
208 North 11th St. 
Oakland, MD 21550

John,

Thanks for your nice letter. It was very interesting.

I did go out on a detail at Braunschweig, that is after we had 
signed waiver papers at Duderstad (the old brick factory). As non­
commissioned officers we were not supposed to work (according to 
the much abuse Geneva Conference rules). We had to sign waivers 
- they told us that we would be put in a camp and would stop 
walking. I signed as did hundreds of others.

I know that about 150 did not and the ended up being sent south 
from Duderstad and walked another 180 miles (not kilometers) to a 
little town near Nuerenburg.

I was very weak at Braunschweig - maybe the spot they had me 
was not 9C, I got that number from a AX-POW Map that showed 
9C at Brunswick (Braunschweig). You will read about it In my 
diary.

I also remember the leaflets - the ones that I remember were notes 
of "Ultimatum" stating that if there were not a complete 
unconditional surrender that they would bomb five cities of the 
map, Braunschweig being one of them. That is when our guards 
decided to walk us east towards Helmstedt - where I was finally 
liberated.

That was very interesting about the guards - I have heard of 
several good german guards and also a couple of baddies. 
Bradley’s diary pretty well coincides with mine. He kept track of 
ail the little towns in between the bigger ones. These I did not 
keep track of. I would ask somebody where we were and they 
would say eg: near Gotha and i would write down that name. If 
you follow the march to Duderstadt then go to Rhoerick’s version 
then it pretty well matches my experience. The columns were so 
long that it was possible eg: that you could be in a barn in one 
town and me in another - so in that case the day and place would 
not be exact.
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